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TCN student Andrea Del Rio

Think College Now Featured on NBC 11  

In May, NBC channel 11 did two features on members of the TCN community:

( Channel 11 wanted to feature a successful program in Oakland Unified School District and decided to do a report on Even Start. It featured participant (and TCN parent) Esmeralda Loya.  The spotlight showed Esmeralda practicing English in an Even Start class and helping a classroom of TCN students learn a Spanish song in preparation for Cinco de Mayo.

(The second report was on the rising number of second-generation immigrant children being born in California.  It featured TCN student Andrea Del Rio (pictured above) and her mother Janette.  Andrea shared her dream of going to UC Berkeley followed by becoming a doctor, because she “want(s) to help people.”   The story emphasized that education is the key to empower this fastest growing demographic group, something the TCN community takes to heart. 

Congrats to Esmeralda, Andrea, and Janette for doing such a great job of representing TCN! 
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Ms. Jane Stollenmeyer was a founding teacher at TCN.  She will be leaving us to pursue a Masters Degree in Education from Harvard University.  We asked Jane to share with us some of what she’s learned from being part of the TCN family:

What do you hope to be doing 5 years from now? Following graduate school, I hope to be serving students and families in some capacity.  I am curious to explore new ways to have an impact on learning and teaching.  

What do you like most about Think College Now? What I appreciate most about Think College Now is the opportunity to work in an environment where everyone present believes in kids. I truly feel that the staff and families at TCN stand for children. It is an honor to collaborate within a community that's putting the interests of children at the forefront of all we do.

What will you miss most about Think College Now? It's hard to know what I'll miss most about TCN. Will it be the smiling faces of students and parents in the hallway each morning?  Will it be the generosity and kindness of the office staff and parent volunteers? Or the incredibly talented, dedicated teachers? I think what I might miss the most is the moment which comes at 3:15 pm, when the last hand has been high-fived, the last hug squeezed, the last smile shared, when I switch off the lights on another day of learning.

Is there anything you would like to say to your students or their families?  To my students I'd like to say: "Please call me, write me, and be in touch for years to come.  No matter how much time passes, I'll always be interested in celebrating your successes!" To the families: "Refuse to lower your expectations for your children.  Insist upon their greatness and you will encounter it." You have invited me into your homes and hearts, shared your dreams, and given me the most precious charge, that of educating your children.  May you continue to seek out excellence and opportunity for your children.
Development Update:

Thank you to those of you who have given to Think College Now. Thanks to your generosity, our “100 at 100” campaign is going strong (100 donors giving $100 or more). Currently we have received $15,111 from individuals during the 2004-2005 school year.  While we are quite thankful for these donations, this total is only 38% of our $40,000 goal.  Please consider giving to Think College Now - no amount is too small.  We are hoping to do even bigger things next school year and your tax-deductible donation does make a difference! Juntos, si se puede – Together, anything is possible! 
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Come by to the opening of TCN and you will be greeted by this beautiful mural that embodies the values and vision of TCN as seen through our children's eyes. It was created by Halsey, a professional artist, coordinated by Raluca (After-school Coordinator), supported by Noel (MissionYear) and painted by the academic after-school program in coordination with the UCBerkeley tutors as well as some participation by YMCA. Great Work!
End of Year Reflection


Our Progress Against Our Goals 


and Next Steps for Future Success


All members of the Think College Now Community hold high standards. We set ambitious goals and work relentlessly to achieve them.  This edition of The College Review is dedicated to celebrating our successes from this year, but also looking for steps we can take to accomplish even more in the future. The following are noteworthy accomplishments from this year:





Academics:


(90% of students who began at TCN in Kindergarten are at or above grade level reading, which matches our goal (DRA - Developmental Reading Assessment).





(80% of students who began at TCN in Kindergarten are at or above grade level in Open Court reading comprehension and fluency. This met our school-wide goal.





(100% of students who began at TCN in Kindergarten are at or above grade level in writing, matching our goal. 





(95% of students who began at TCN in Kindergarten are at or above grade level in Math, which also met our goal (Harcourt Brace district assessments). 





School Climate:


(Attendance rate for this year was 97% - one of the highest in the district.





(We had only 2 suspensions over the entire year, which was one of the fewest numbers in the district.














TCN is a small autonomous school within the Oakland Unified School District.  Principal David Silver can be reached at (510) 879-1490 or david@thinkcollegenow.org.  Tax deductible donations can be made to Think College Now: OSAS Foundation, tax identification number 43-2014630.

