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As covered in past ASCEND Voice newsletters, cross-subject 
integration has been a hallmark of the school’s approach 
to teaching. Building on that tradition, this year 2nd-grade 
teachers Melissa Larson and Brett Wilson designed a science 
experience that drew on ASCEND’s FOSS science kits, art 
teacher Natasha McCray’s lessons, and the hands-on learning 
opportunities available in the bountiful school garden. 

To illustrate, in a hands-on way, the life cycle of a plant – and to 
put the scientific method into action – the students grew bean 

plants and chose one 
variable to change, 
then compared that 
to a control plant. They 
also studied the life 
cycles of insects, while 
learning about the 
importance of insects 
to plants. 

“We’ve been doing 
experiments,” says 
2nd-grader Jesus, 
“and comparing the 
plants in the garden 
to the ones inside 
the classroom. In the 
garden, [ASCEND Art 

Teacher] Ms. Natasha helped us zoom in on some plants so 
we could draw and paint them.” The months-long project 
culminated in the school’s year-end Expo, where the students 
unveiled their artwork, writings, and scientific drawings in the 
2nd grade’s “Life in the Garden” display. 

Larson says the “hands-on, integrated curriculum” (aided by 
materials from the FOSS kits) really brought the project alive 
for the kids. “Students have told me that Science is now their 
favorite subject!” she says.

The 2nd-graders now speak with authority on the different 
aspects of the scientific method, knowledge that should be 
a great foundation for the science work they will do in later 
grades. “We’ve done hypotheses and analysis, and made 
conclusions,” says Genesis. 

Speaking of the future, the kids have become excited about 
the possibilities of science. “I might want to be a scientist in 
the future,” says Nathalie, “so I could dig up fossils and find 
dinosaurs.”

They’ve also grown sensitive to the future of the planet. 
“The environment and nature are very important for plants,” 
explains 2nd-grader Genesis. “If we throw trash where the 
plants and the soil are, the plants could die. If the plants and 
trees die, we won’t get any air.” 

Congratulations to ASCEND’s young scientists!

“Life in the Garden” Comes Full Circle for ASCEND 2nd-Graders
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ASCEND Bids Bittersweet Farewell to Departing 8th-Graders
The end of this school year feels a bit more momentous than 
past Junes at ASCEND. 2010 marks the end of an historic 
journey – and the beginning of a new one – for the school’s 
departing 8th-graders, the first class to include students who 
attended ASCEND from kindergarten through 8th grade!

The ASCEND Voice recently sat down with Alex, Jacky, Maribel, 
and Tyrone, four soon-to-be high schoolers who have been at 
ASCEND since its earliest days. 

“It’s kind of sad to think about leaving here,” says Maribel, 
an “original” ASCENDer who started here in kindergarten. 
“I’ve been here for so long and I know all these students and 
teachers so well.”

Maribel and Tyrone reminisce over the dragon bench they 
built and painted as kinders at ASCEND’s original location — 
“Everybody pitched in,” recalls Maribel — and the excitement 
of the first day of the first year in our current building. 

Fellow classmate Jacky captures the bittersweet nature of 
their departure perfectly. “It’s one of those things,” she muses, 
“where you can’t wait [to take the next step], but at the same 
time you don’t want to leave.” 

This is the place where I really started to like dance,” she recalls, 
speaking to the impact of ASCEND’s arts integration focus. “It’s 
great they offered it here. This is the place where I could carry 
on my dreams.”

“I’ve been here nine years,” says Alex. “It’s the only school 
I’ve ever been to, so it’s going to be hard. I feel excited about 
leaving, but then again there are so many memories here. You 
know, it was fun times.” 

Yet they are all eager for what’s next, and feel well-prepared 
for it. “I’m excited about high school because it’s a new 
opportunity,” says Tyrone, “and our teachers here have gotten 
us ready for that environment. I’m excited about what’s going 
to happen in the future.”

“[The staff ] here has given us a lot of guidance,” reflects Jacky, 
“like when we did the High School Information Night, which 
showed you which schools were a good choice for you.”

“The teachers here, they push you, and that helps us know we 
can always do better than we might think,” says Maribel.

Thank you to all who’ve supported ASCEND this year! 
Unfortunately, as we plan for 2010-11, we do so in the face of 

unprecedented state cuts. Many of our key resources 
– including after-school activities, field trips, and arts programs – 

will require extra funding to maintain. You can help! 
Visit www.oakandschoolsfoundation.org

(designating “ASCEND”) to donate, or send a check to 
“OSF/ASCEND,” P.O. Box 20238, Oakland, CA 94620. 
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Jacky also credits ASCEND’s diversity and expansive 
community feel. “This school’s very welcoming,” she says. “We 
were exposed to different cultures and people, so when we get 
to high school, it’s not going to be this big shock.” 

The ASCEND family will miss its departing class of 8th-
graders, but the good news is they all expect to keep in touch. 

“My mom is one of the parent leaders,” says Jacky, “and my 
little sister is in 4th grade here, so I will definitely be coming 
back. I will never get away from ASCEND,” she laughs. “It’s kind 
of impossible.”

I just want to thank all the teachers because they’ve been with 
us for so long and know us so well,” reflects Jacky. “To be able 
to have those relationships with teachers is really good, they 
communicate with us so well. I like how everyone knows each 
other – it’s so intimate.”

Alex adds a word on behalf of the rest of the ASCEND family. 
“I’d like to thank the people who aren’t teachers: the office 
staff, our parents. Our families, they help us through a lot of 
emotional things we might be going through, and they push 
us to stay in school.”

ASCEND 8th-graders Jacky, Maribel, Alex, and Tyrone


